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Sen. Fpift. 97. Rom num fuar viia iſta, nan 


his Shop over agaioſt the Zuckenboorbs, , 


PRESENT GEN ERATION; | 
8 


The Temper of: the 


REPRESENTED and TAXED: 3 


la a Diſcourſe at Glegew, July 4. 1 79 
when the Convention ol een, 
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Deut. 32· 5. They have corrudted tbemſelue . 
They are a Perverſe and Crooked Generation: 
Senec. Oflav. 355, Collects vitia, per tot ætates 


diu, Ia gos 4«0undant; ſœculo Nn gta. 
vi qua ſcelera te nant. 
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JNgrns diluvium vitiorum, Jugiter undans;, | 
| '4 [nvaſic terras, & Toca cuncta replet. 
Maxima pars hominum, craſse corrupta, Laborat 
Abſque modo ſœdis moribus atque malis. 

_ Eſt pheenix rarus; veræ pietatis alumnus; », 
Ludibrio pou eſt bonus, eſtque probus. 
Qui cupis eſſe pius, qui concupis ætheris arces 

Scandere, qui velles Iccna ſerre Dej? 
Abs hoc corrupto ſæclo, prorſuſque proter vo, 
Ie ſerva incolumem, ſurripe teque cito. 
Define quam primum mores imitare malorum: 

Ad ſtyga perducent, ſerius aut citius. ; 
Vive Deo, vitamque probam duc, diligeChriſtum, 
Jungito te Sanctis; uſque beatus eris. N 
Aſpicep;#uram hanc, propt iam ſors Icona cernes, 
Spurcatam miſere multigenis maculis. 
Da tectos pravos mores, odiſse juvabit, 
Sed mage perverſas rechficare vias 


% 


Jugiter eſto vigil, ne priſtina ſacta nefanda 
— Perverſe reperas, ut canis ad vomitum. _ 
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1 the Righi Honourable; 


bas PATRICK JOHNSTON, Lord Provoſt | 


WILLIAM. HUTCHISON, 
JOHN DUNCAN, „ 
SAMUEL MCLELAND, Baillies. 
ADAM CLEGHORN, 3 
Sir ROBERT BLACKWOOD, Dean of Guild; 
WILLIAM JEOFRET, Treaſurer. 
WILLIAM W. ARDROPE,Deacvn Conveener 


And the Remanent Members of the Town-Council 
of b D INB 1 R G H. 


Hove made an Effay i in the following 8 

of drawing the Pictare of this Pre; ane Age; 
, Which I preſums to preſent to ye; it may 
be Judged no very Handſome Complement, con- 
ſidering what a Deformed and Ugly one it is; 


but yo ave the beſt hands can Rectifie and Ke- 


form it, at leaſt act your parts for this effect 
in the Populons City, Where by the Providence | 
of GOD, ye bear Rule, 

It is no ſmall Satisfaction and Encourage- 
ment to other Citys and Towns in the Nati- 
on, that ye caſt them the Laudable Example 
of Employing your Power, for promoting the 
Reformation of Manners, and we wiſh chat other 
places may Write after your Good Capie: For 
there is ext eam need, that this Noble Work 
be carried on, and continued with the Counte- 

nance 


2 COR 
| 
N 


„ The Ae 
nance and help of Authority (without which 
it will Unavoidably prriſh and po ta Wrack) 
for barefaced Vices and Impieties abound com- 
monly every where: And certainly Mag iſtrates, 
who are veſted with Authority and Commiſſi- 
on from God Almighty to puniſh, and be a Ter- 
ror to evil Works, are ſome way accountable 
for the Immoralities and Wickedneſſes of the 
Proſane under their Charge and Government, 
if they neglect che due and Lawful Execution of 
Juſiice on the Notortouſly Guilty: Says Seneca, 
Tro. 289. qui non detat peccare, cum poſſit, jubet. 
Therefore I Adventure to be your Moniter, 
to Act your part Conſcionably and Vigorouſly; 
let it be ſeen, Te bear not the Sword in vain, 
bur chat ye remember, ye Judge not for Man 
but for the Lord, who is with You in the Judgement: 
2 Caron. 19. 6 Aud in fo doing, ye will ob= 
rain a G N e, worthy of your Character, 
ye will be Happy Tools and Inſtruments in | | 
the Hand of the moſt High, fer do- | 
ing Him S/gnal Service in your Generation, and 
When ye are to pals off the Stage of time, 
avd to give an Account of your Stewardſhip, 
ir cannot be Expreſſed, what matter of Comſort 
and quiet of Mind it will miniſter unto you, 
tha” ye have acquitted your lelves as be- 
car? the Minitters of God, for lo are Mag i- 
ſires filed, Kern: 13, 4+ 
Died. cared the following Diſcourſe to 
you, and Recommends it to your Honourable 
Patrocmie, being under this, though remote, 
| Relation 
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Relation to you, that ye are the Rulers 


5 The Dedication. © { 
Mother City »f the Land of my 700 


Senſe my Mother City too, where I ha 
and Education, which is alſo the C:ry.gf the Sepul- 
ehres of my Fathers: and likewiſe I was hereunts 
prompred, chat I might give a Teſtimony of the 


Kindneſs, your Honourable Town Council hath 
pe formed both to my /elf and ſome of my 


Relations: But leaſt I be further Tedious to 


you, [ add no more, but Heartily wiſhing all 

manner of Bleſſings on you, and all che Tahabi- 

tants of the Good Town, I ſubſcribe my lelf, 
Right Honourable, : 


Your Moſt Humble 


G laſcow, October 
7th 1704. 


7a: Clark. 


of the 
loin 2 
my Birth 


_ prateful Reſentment, I have of ſeveral Act, of "0 


and Obliged Servant 


. 
. 


— 


* 


* * * - w - 
by 
ar” a. 4 
4 a : : 
. * | 
- 42 : 
- 9 7 
#w» 7: # 
* 
, * 
$5 
* . 
* n p 
an * 
# 
: / 
ed * 
. 
bd * 
7 
* 
* - 
i - 
? ” 
o A 
. 
5 : 
A 
E - 
A, 4 ; 
4 — p 
Sa 
i 
— 
ö a 
— o 
- 
72 . 
bo / F 
; - 
- * 
* 
* 
- =yY v 
* i 
i ; 4 
* 
Pd , b 
. ; | | 
* 
# * 4 ; 
-- 
; 4 1 —— 
4 es * . l 
, * * — = 
l b ; | . .* py * 
: ; * * * oQ 
- * E * k . 
- * 7 w * 
” 4 * 1 » 4 * . a ; 
+ w 
- 
* 
* % 
* 
* py « E n * — —— cons 
— —— — . Sg n 


; +4. * | 
* h R | ; 
: | N 
o the Reader. 
- 4 1 : 7 N : 


poſed to Publick View, according to the 
| different Fancies of the Drawers : Ve 
have had the Picture of Prelacy, 4d rhe Picture 
of Presbytrie; te Picture of the High Flyers, and 


Here have . of late Y exa 


* 


the Picture of the Low Flyers; and the laſt [have . 


ſeen is the Picture of Royalty: And a Curions 
Reader, I preſent thee with the Picture of Pro- 
ſanity. I have twe Remarks on thi Piece that 
T have dont; One is, that it is the moſt ugly and 
deformed of them all, and comes next to the Pi- 
Qture of the Devil, of any thas can be drann; 
it ic of ſs monſt uo and helliſh a hue: Says eur 
Saviour of the wicked, John 8. 44. Le are of 
your father the devil, and the luſts of your fa> 
ther ye will do. The other Remark this; 
that is is of ſuch a Compoſure, as may ſerve for AN 
Times and Generations, being never out of faſhi- 


on: For though it is true, there may be ſome 
Regnam Vices, that may be called the peculiar 


ſins of the Times; which are more in ſaſhion and 
common at one time than at another; yet as te the 
too Epidemick ſins, "sf Drunkenne(s, Curſing, 
Swearing, Whoredeme, & c. they are ſuch Stroaks 


| and Lineaments, à may be ſeen in the Face of all 


Times: For in al Generations, it is the Com- 
plaint of the Obſer vaters of the Times, that Wie- 


kedneſs always abounds : Hence Seneca de ben. 


|. 1. This was the Complaint of our Anceſtors, 
this is our Complaint who, now live, 9 
| | : | + \ * oh, 


— 
1 


* 


will 5 the PIES bk,” «that Ve 
manners of Men are corrupted, that Impiery. 


wickednels, go to wrack'and Ruine. 
Reader, 1 am loth to be tedious, only J re- 


E commund to thee, to. rake a Vie of this Picture; 


1 doubt not hut thoy may ſes ſome mhat of thy own 


0 much of hs A peli and Temper of the Preſent 
a F 4s may move thee to lament, ever the horrid 


Iniquities an 1 Proſavicy of the Ae, and alſo to 


repent of thy own ſins, and reform thy ways. 

T1 acquaint thee, that I have added ſome En- 
largements, aud particularly, lors, Quoratiops 
from divers Authors, which, it would not have 
been agrerable to multiply ſa many of them in the 
| Pulpat; * 4 ſay na more, but, wiſſung a Bleſſing 
upon the Peruſal 7 whas I have bra, I bid this. 


eule 5 ; 
rh Farewell 


z 


abounds , and that Human Affairs „ through 


iet in u, at leaſt, Il dare ſay, then wilt ſee 
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{ The PICTU RE of. che proſe 


- Generation. 
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1 | As; 2 49. Sade your Selves, frow 45 Une. 


| tom. 4 Gtreratioũ. RES: A 
0 23 104 enen i | > 


AD I the weeping-faculty of R 
of ' I'could teem forth a Stream of Tears, _ 
* © every day, in Reſentfment of the In- 
numerable Vices, Mei this Debauchel | 
Generation is viſibly corrupted, 1 John F. 19. 
£. | --:The whole World lyeth in wickedneſs. All the 
0 People therein tniy e divided into two ſeveral 
F ſorts or Claſſes, viz: The Clean and Uaclean, the. 
Hol y andProphatie,the Children of Light, and the 
3 Children of Darkneſs, &c. who are allo ſigna- 
- | lized by theſe diſlinctive Chaxafters, the Chil-,- 
dren of GOD, and the Children of the Devil, 
1 John 3. 10. And as theſe are of d: ffereot i 
Tempers aud Principles lo they differin their 
Practices; and ao leſs likewiſe in. their Num- 
bers: For! in all Generations the wicked havs. 
been ſar more dumerovs than the Godly, Math. 
7. 13, 14. The which fad Truch was never 
more palpably verified, than in this prophaus 
Age we live ia, which is Flagitions rs 4 degree, 
n Men aud * i has fo Id then;ſclves yo 
Work. 
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called an A ge. Gex: 15. 13. 16. Mai: 1. 17. Adly. 
By Generation may be underſtood, the People 
that ar: Contempt ary, or who live toge ther in 


Ca 
wth wickedneſs; ; which,” as it offers Saba 
Occaſion for I ſo it affords Matter 
enough ſor drawing a foulſome PitFure of the 
preſent Generation, whereunto every Body by 


ö their Perſonal: Suiltipeſſes, contributes a Line 


for finiſhing the Fraturey thereof, : 
I will not tem pry bner Fer 


ivg here what Was delivgred"ig & 


and Explaining the Text; ſpecially ar Fg 
that in Profecution of the Docti ine raiſed. f fron, 


the Words, there is fair Occaſion. tq give the 


Senſe of the Terms and Phraſes of the A poſiles 
Exhor tation. : RICE 

De ctrine, It i Fs our chen and (auld be 4 
care, to ſave our Selves jrom an Untopard 4 
Depraved Goneration. 


In proſecution of this Docti ine; Fin, We 


ſhall cell you what is to be underſiood by Genes. 
ration. 2ly What by Untoward. 3dly What 
by Save your, ſelves. aly Give ſome reaſon: of the 
D tive. 5ly Conclude with a few Practical 
Tnterences, © | 

As.co the meaning of the Word Generation, 
Interpreters give many various r 
of it, but we ſhall, only name two. 

So By Generation, may be under ſtood a cer- 
tain period of time, ſuppole a Centurie, Of. 
the Compaſs of a hundred, years commonly 


one Ag-, or about one Period of time. Deut. 


* % PYY 4 . 


15 35 Exvl, I. 4. Heb. 3,19 4 


* 
id x 4 F - 1 


Ag {0 the Second point, what we are to un- 
deut und by Untoward, the Word in the Ori- 


nal Carne properly fignifies, Froward, Crook- 
L e Ad age, hence | Luk. + 25 5. and Phil. 2. 
15. the fame Word is Tranſlated Crooked, and 
| 1 Pet: 2. 185 It is rendered, Froward: but Mes 


ruphorically it Signifies Depraved or Evil: how- 
ever not to infiſt nicely on Citiciſmes, for 
* better Comprehending the Senſe of the Sen- 
7 rence, this Untoward Generation, we will in- 
x form yolr in what reſpects a Perſon or People 
by may be fajd to be Untoward and Froward. 
1. A Perſon or People may be ſaid to be 
Da toward or Froward, with reſpect to true 
© Holineſs: It is moſt certain, we are under the 
fatal loſs of that Original Righteouſneſs that 
"a was a Glorious part of the primitive Image of 
Sad in Man; and we not only Labour under 
"+ this Dolorous Privation, but, ſince our lapſed 


| Efre; it is a'ſenfible part of our Corrupted 
„ | * Nature, that we are poſſeſſed of an ingrained 
# 


- * Antipathy. againſt Hlynefs, which at ſundry 
times, and in divers manners, vents it fell a- 
bundantfy. And ſo ſtrong is our Averſion 0 
Pieiy, that ino Reaſon or Nhetorict, will ſway us 
unto a Cordial likiog or Study of it: O what 
à prodigious decay of Chriſtian Piety is there 

ac this day ?: The power of Godlineſs was never 
„ ese t 7 ; 1 | vs 
lower; * Holynefs never in greater Contempt; 
and Religion never leſs in requeſt: As. if men 
were ref6lved, they will not at all be like 
60D, or were aſhamed to be found 
FAY) 1 * 7 8 > 1$ 
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his Livery: pray, let mei in a few Words ex 
ſtulat with you; what ailes you wp; Holineſs? 
Fir not the ge and Perfection ↄf tha Natyre 
may it be reckon d. ſ o, when, 

it is the Glory, of. the Divine Nature, Hely, Holy, 
Holy, is one of the meſt Illuſtrious Attributes 


and Perſections of the Divinity: Exod, 15 
11 Glorious in Holineſs. Holinels ia Sg. 


ome Beam and Ray of Gods Beauty; the fe 


flection whereof upon us, is that along. 


can make vs truely Beautiful aud A mia les 


and it is that Supernatural Excellency, on. the 


account whereof we are {aid to bg gar tales 


af the Divine Nature, 2 Pet. 1, 4. Is it not He- 


 lineſs, that in ſome ſenſe intitles us to Ha- 


nels? atleaſt without which: we cannot See the 
Face of GOD in Mercy, Heb. 12. 14. ls it not 
Holmeſs that ſopuds your, Rightſul Claim to 
the Promiles of the Life that now. is, and of 
that which is to come? 1 Tim. 4. 18. Poor, 
P- mented Sinners what ailes you at Holineſs ? 
Alas Sirs, its within you, that ailes you, even 
2 perverſe il Nature, powerfully propenſe, to 
What is evil, and extremely oppoſitę to nie 

good : if | refer ro your more ſedate hts 


in your Solitudts, to Anſwer the . ink 


yon not Vertue | better than Vice, and 4 Pigus 


Life preferable TY Flagitious, [..dare;.Jay. the 


Dictates of reaſon will bind you, and the mare 


ſerious Sentiments of your Eauls. will laſtruct 


you to Anſwer in the Aſfcmatiue, that Fer- 
tue is more excellent than Vice and Holineſs 
more 
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. Signallie Bewray themſelves iu 
will not Comply with the Spirit, * e. but 
rather they oppole, Croſs and Cruth : 


3 of 
more worthy of eſteem than Lmpiety. But the 


miſchieſoſ alt is, that how right ſoe ver yo 


Sentiments are in Tbeſi, yet in Hypotheſi;- voa 
practically erz on the account of which Fro- 


wardneſg-with reſpectatd the practice of Piety, 


each of us may ſay with Aadea in Ovid: 
Video meliora, proboque, Deter iora Sequor. 
--- 2. A Perſon or People, may be ſaid to be 


Untoward or perverſe with Reſpect to the Spi- 


rit of G0 D: Not to fpeak of tuch as are 


guilty of the unpardonable Sig; there are many, 


other ways and lower Degrees of quenchi 


the Motions. of the Holy Ghoſt. Aud indeed it is 


ſmall wonder that theſe, Who are - Deſpiſeis of 
. Holineſs, Do alſo Deſpiſe theſe Spiritual Im- 


pulſes, whereby they may be Diſpoſed unto 
Holineſs : do not the perverte em ores of many 


is, that they 


| them, and 
that with more Paſſionat Spight, than pernici- 


| ous Illuſions from the Evil One, which they are 
too Prone to Entertain and Foment, theſe are 


they who Rebel and Vex the Holy Spirit. Ila. 65; 
10. I preſume there is none of you my preſent 
Aadience, but ſometime or other, ye have had 
a. Conuulſion of Convittions on your puilty Minds 


in Reſentment of your Sins, or . ſame more 
preſſing Motions than Ordinary, Exciting to 
Religions Duties; But alas unto what Account 


have they A mounted, they are: vaniſſied inte 


nothing; we poſe your Conſciences, have ye 


„ nor 


l 1 f N tal o: L & J Ic bat w mic 
ima at a RovſingSermots had 'aBellie> 
fol, of Cenuictioni which have foon proven: A. 
lortius? Vea perhaps the place of their Birth, 


Burial, And if they. have lived to dbng 3s to go 
home with you, or been ſo powerfel as to 
Puſh you, to Serious: like Refotutioni}, whenever 
vou have been a ſreſn Involved in oylaly cares, 
the Noiſe of Buſineſs hath Drowned them into 
Silence, and the heat of Affairs hath Ewrinpuiſh - 
ed them, like one heat Eating out. another. And 
thus the Holy Flaſh hath ſoon paſsed from you, 
and your leeming Goodneſs — like the 
Morning Cioud and the Early = i © Chriſti- 
gan, it may be thou canſt Experimentally atteſt 


the veritie of what is alledged, and likewiſe 
tha: in the juſt Puniſhment of thy Baniſhing the 


Spirit from thee, He hath left thy houſe to ſtand 
unto thee D eſolatèe, whick will lay thee' open 


to the Entrance of ſeven Evil Spirits, to poſſeſs 
aad Actuat thee; and then may it be feared, 
thou will Ruſn precipitantly into the perpetrati- 
don of all Wickedneſs, for they muſt needs run 


faſt whom the Devil drives. We lay then that 
the like kind oi untowardly and untractable Spi- 
rit Reignes in our day, that prevailed in the pri- 
mitive times, which-che Protomartyr obſerved 
and upbraided. Aﬀs. ' 7. 51. Tee Stiff- Nec ed 
and uncircumoiſed in Heart and Ears, Tee do al- 


; ways Reſiſt the Holy Ghoſt, at Fog Farbers did, 


7 * Ter. : ere 
4.8. A _ may be ſaid to * b * 


Reſpect 


hath at the ſame time been allo-chePlace: of Theft | | 


Og Ca COCc5hmfm PP ge Co wy rene „e AC Gor ms roam. we. 


of Fire, whoſe Rapid 


{| with its Fulnes and Vapores : 


Reſpect unto * 3 their Converſati-, 
on with them. and Catriage towards them? in, 
ſome ars of fuch a Morofe; Shaggarine And Crabs! 7 


bed Temper, that they are Scarce Cover ſable 


or Affable; their Furious Choler and vey of 
Paſſions being: Ready to break out into enges 
vpon Every ſittle Provocation „For Rande ſ 
to their Peeviſh Humours: there are many ſuch? 
Salamandert who cannot Live out of the Element 
179 alflons Aetamerpheſe 
them into the Similiude f unthinking Braten, 
a8 if they were not of Humane kind, manage 
able by Resſon : Says Claudian. Dis prorimu 
le eſt, Quem Ratio non 1 mopei. And if it hap-" 
pens that Grace Dwell under one Roof with 
this Trovbletome Companion, it finds it a moſt” 
une aſie Neighbour, and is often ſore Annoyed, 
yea and the E- 
ruptions of unbridled Cheer may Hutrie into 55 
great and Fooliſh Enormities as may prove a” 
Scandal to Religion, and Stain the Reputation, 
of. the Guilty Prov: 27: 4. Wrath is Cruet, 
and Anger i Outrag jews : So that whiles nei? 
ther Reaſon nor Religion will Compoſe ot? 
manage the Men of-thisFroward Temper which 
cannot be better Deſcribed, than by the Cha. 
rater which Nabals Servants gave him. 1. Sam. 
25. 17. He is ſuch a Som of Belial, that a Man 
cannot Speak to him, not unlike unto which i is 
that of. an Old Poet. Nec viſt ſacilts, nec dictis 
aff abills ulli. 4 
4. A From or People ny be ſaid to be” 
 Untoward 


f 


_ 
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Untoward with Reſpect to the church of G O P. 


In this Categorie may be Cl aſsed theſe indifferent 
Gatllior, who either withdraw, or will not pu 
to their Concurring hand to help the X:rk of God 
in a Pinch. "Nb, 3. F. Their Nobles put nat their! 
Necks to the work of the Lord: This gives Oc- 
caſion to the ſad Reflection, that there are not 
many of our Nobles or Gentriein this Degener 
ous Generation, Who are Touched with a Juſt. 
Care or Zeal for. the publick Concerns of Re- 
ligion - give them their Whoors and their Cups 
their Balls and Games, their Haucks and their 
Hounds, and a good price.for their. Corns; they 
make not that the Subject of their Care wheth- 
er Religion Sink or Swim, they wil be more 
readie tosollicite & r uin in the Cauſe of a Pro- 
fligat Comerad, than either to doe or Speak in 
the Cavſe of 8 alſo they, may be liſted in 
the. same black roll, the rough handed Eſaus, 
who Cruellie perſecuie Gods Jacobs . There is 
ſlill in.the Lard a Brood of Spightful Aualig- 
want, Whole Teeth are ſet on Edge to ear wp 
the Generation of theRighteer,as Men eat Bread, 
and ſuch wapr only power and Opportunity to 
Act over again the like Bleodie Scene, that with - 
in the Memory of many of us, was Tragicallie 
Enough Acte d io Scotland; and its to be fears 
ed if the outward Reſtraints were off, where»: 
by for the preſent they are Mapackled, that Ne 
F ( tike the Branch of a Tree ViolentlyBent back), || + 
e they would Exercea Rtdovbl:d Force of Crue | 
_— 7. . „ Blae 
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Blae Marks of their unmerciful Fury, to put and 


keep this petition, in their Letanie, from perſe- 
cating Papiſts, Prelatiſts, and  Malignants, good 
Lord deliver us. There is yet another Sort who 
much more Endavger & Embarraſs theChurches 
Affairs, and that is a ſet oſ People of a Fraward 


; Ning ſive Spirit; who caſt. at a Goſpel Miniſtrie, 


they know not for what, who Subvert all good 
er, will be bound by no Laws, neither w.ll 


A ro Chriſts Diſcipline, but ſollowing their 
on Spirits and unaccountable Humours, unwa- 


rily Creat and Foment Diſſenſions, Parties, and 
Seditions in J/racl, Prov. 16. 28. with whatever 
Plauſible pretences they Palliat their Practices, 
yet this is a moſt untowardly Crojs Temper, An- 
ripoges to the true Goſpel Genius, which alw ays 


Diſpoſes to Peace and Unity. Joh: 13. 34 1. 


Je, 4. 9. 1. Cor. 1. 10. 
A Per ſoa or People may be laid to be Dau- 


toward with Relpect to the Ordinances of 6 0 D. 
There are ſome who come not to Church at ali, 


pretending Sctuple, but real Frowardneſs is their 
Diſeaſe; yea many of this Stamp have no He fi- 
tation with a Zealuus Liberality to vomit forch 
Cont umelious Re proaches, ard moſt unchatit- 
able Scurrilous R<fi- tions on Golpe] Miniſters, 
to Ditparage their Perſons. and Mart the Succeſs 
of their Labours, than which greater Service 
cannoti be done to Satan and the Enemies of the 
Goſpel, though perhaps fome ſuch i Temper'd 
Zealots, neither Deem nor Directly mean fo, 


but rather being weak and Ignorant, chiuk they 
pW 0 40 


| | © 10 1 
de GOD good Service : however the Matchia- 
wvellian maxime hath been too Senſibly verified, 
Fertiter calumniare aliquid adherebit. Again 


ethers when they are at Church, either by Sleep- 


ing or Indulging Impertinent Imaginations to Oc- 
cupy their Minds, will Scarce Lend a Ready Ear 


to what is Preached, and leaſt of all are they ſo 


Towardly, as to «pply to themſelves the Truths 


„% God, theſe are they of whom Jeremiab ſays C. 


17. 23. they Obeyed not,neither Inclined their Ear 


but made their Neck S1:ff, that they might mor hear, 


nor Receive Inſtruction; but more of this aſter- 
Ward; however weChiefly here Deſign to Ta 
the Untowardly Temper of thoſe, who will not 


Zubject to the Sacred Ordinance of Church Di/- 


cipline, and Reſractorily Decline Obedience to 
the Juſt Cenſures and Sentences of Eceleſiaſtic k 


Jadicatories Judging and Acting in the Name of 
- Chriſt : Strange ! That Chriſtians ſhould Con- 
temn the Ordinances of Chriſt, what other could | 
be Expected from Tizrks and Pagans? O ſhamm 
| Chriſtians! Urworthie of that Noble Name to bs 


called Chrifiians ! do not the Viſible Practices of 


ſuch Rebels Bewray, that whatever they pro- 


feſs, yet they are of the ſame Complexion with 


theſe, who ſaid. Aal. 3: 14: It is wan to Serve 


God, and what prefit is it that we have | keepr his 


© Orainancesr ;, and further, do they notLoudly 
Enough Proclame, that they will not have this 

Nan (Chriſt) to Reign over them. Luke, 19. 
. A Perf9n or People may be faid to be 


Untonard 
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Untoward with reipet to the Rod of G0 D: I 


4. b 

2 trow there is none of us all, but upon tryal, 
ain have kythed Frowardneis enough this Way; be- 
ep- ing apt Stubbornly toGrudge and Grumble, to 
Je. | kick and Spurne againſt the Chaſtning hand of ß 
ar | God; to God's dichonour and our own Torture; 
ſo and by this our fooliſh way, are there not ma- 
th: | ny of us real He autontimorume noi, i. e. Self Tor- 
C. mentors? caſting a Load above a Burden, 
ar | through our Impatience under troubles, haſtning 
r, ſo ſaſt to get our of the Net, that we but wiap 
er. | our felves the more cloſly in it. 4 am ready io 
% believe that che heavieſt weight of our Crefs 
not | ariſes from our Croſi- Humours, and from undue 
/. Apprehenſions both of our Afflictions and of 
F God who Inflicteth them: A very Heathen Se- 
nec could make an Obſerve of this kind, ſays 
be Epilt: 13. Some things vex us more than pity 
on-. | ſhould, ſome things vex us before they ſhould, and 
uld | ems other things vex #s which ſhould not trouble 
nm | 1 at all, and thus we either Creat or Augment, 
be | and perforce troubles on our ſelves: Now what 
of | doth all this beſpeak, but a perverte Reluctan- 
ro-f| cie, Maleconcentment and Diipleaſure with ahe 
ith | Divine Pleaſare, who hath Foreordained whatio- 
rye | ever comes to pals. O Sirs hach not this with 


by | a Wituels, ſfrequenily been our Guilt and gate, 


dly | that when God hath ſmitten us, yer we have 
this gene om fromaraly in the way of eur own Heart. 
19. | Jae 57: 179. When he hath Sicken us, we 
Ii have not received Corredtian: Jer: 5. 3. Yea when 
be | + be hab Challix:d us, we have been as 4 Bullock 
wd | = C2 un act ut emed 


CS 


wnaccuſtomed to the Yoke: Fer: 31. 18: This is 


indeed Tropardueſs in Folio. 811 
7, A Perſon or People may be ſaid to be 


Untowardly with Reſpect to the Word of God, 


The Srubborn //rael-res in Jeremjah's time, were 
to a pitch of this Temper: tor alheit they pro- 


— 
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miſed ait, yea Sacrediy atteſted God to bear 
Wuneis of their ingenuity, that they would o- 


bey the Voice of the Lord, Jer: 42.6. Vet like 


Perfidions Rebels as they were, they afterward 
plainly tell the Prophet to his face, chap. 44. 
16. As for the Word that thou haſt ſpoken unto us 
;n the Name of the Lord, we will not hearken un- 


ro thee See allo Zech: J. 11. 12. The which 


Deſcription is partly applicable to this preſent 
Generation, as if FJeremiahs Pen were painting 
their Portraifture : for how often have we been 
called to Repentance and Humiliation? yet we 
are {o far proof apainſt all Arguments and Rea- 
{ons, that we refule to repent, and delay from 
time to time, as if either we could be ſaved 
without Repentance, or had a power in our 
iclves to. repent at pleaſure: how often have 
we Slghred and wilfully rejected the precious 
Goſpel offers of Chriſt and Salvation ? how many 


deride the ttemenduous Threatnings of God from 


his Word? tuſhing at Heavens Ambaſſadors 
when they denounce Divine judgements againſt 
their Crimes, as if Diſcourtes e Hel, and ever- 
laſting Torments, were but Romantick Fichwns 
cunningly deviled to æmuſe and Fright the Pie 
ar. And lo far doth this unhalowed humour 
* | obtain, 
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piciing and Reforming Inmeralitien, what by 
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obtain, that ſuch miſcreants muſt paſs ſorſootk 
for the refined wits of the time: Are not there 
likewiſe many Untowardly Children of Diſobs- 
dience, who will not obey, the Laws of the 
God of Heaven, but Contemptuouſly violate 
all his Sacred Statutes, whereby he forbids Sin, 
and injoins Dutie; ſo that truly it may be lad 
of theſe Rebels, according to Ovid, Nitimur in 
detirum, ſemper cupimuſque negata. key. 

8, A Perſon or People may be.reckon'd Un- 
rowardly, who will not reform their Ungodly 
Manners. Hof. 5. 4. They will not frame their 

doings to turn to their God; The Vice common=- 
ly lyes in the obſtinat Vill of perverſe Sinners: 
And albeit many object, its not in th-ir Power to 
amend their evil ways; yet this will not excule 


our Neglect of Endeavours, for we are too 


prone to indulge our ſelves to Lazineſs on this 
plea, not doing ſo much as we may by diligeat 
Application in the uſe of means : which made 
Seneca lay, Epiit. 116. Nolle in cauſa eſt, non 
peſſe pretenaicur: And we dare lay, if Men would 
do more than they do,. by Watching, Praying, 
kerping out of ill Company, &c. they might 
probably attain to ſome Steps of Advance in 
Reformation - Bur the great Obſtacle lyes in 
this point, they will not frame their doings,” Cc. 
Pars Sanitatis velle ſanari, fuit. Sen: Tr. Hyp. 
And l am apt to believe that this Generation will 
be more inexculable than any other, conſidering 
the Variety of means and methods uled for ſup- 


the 


. 
the Publick Adminittration of Doctrinal Rebules, 


ners, eſtabliſhed in ſeveral places, beſides the 
daily Efforts of Civil Magiſtrates, by their Con- 
ſtables, and other Officers employed to execute 


the Laws of the Land. But after all, the Proſane 


of this debauched Generation, are fo iocorrigible 


and untowardly, that they hate te be relgrmed, 


yea, are ſo far from Reformation, that they 


mock at the Noble Project of eſtabliſhing Socie- 


ties for Reformation of Manners, aud jnduſtriouſly 
affix opprobrious Nicknames on the Worthy 
Perſons thus concerned, thereby to expole them 
to Ridicule: And there be others who give way 
to their Revenge ſul Humors, to mifchieve and 
vex the Promoters of ſo Glorious an Enterprize. 
Now upon this Occaſion, ſeeing there are ſo 
many Magiraſttes of Burghs, or ſuch as have In- 
fluence and Iatereſt in diverſe Cities in the King- 
dom, pray let me ferioully Addreſs you, and 
ſolemuly Recommend to you, to Improve the 
Power and Capacity ye have, for advancing ſo 
gooda Work, in the Places of your Reſpective 
Juriſdictions aud Reſiaeuce. And let me freely 
tell you, when Proſanitic licentiouſſy Abounds in 
a City, it is certainly an hnputat ion on the Magi - 
NKrates thereof, who virtute Officij, are obliged £0 
puniſn Vice, ii they may not Conſtructively be 
Repured Partakers of the Sins, which are either 
Hfomotog ered oy their Perſonal ill. Example, or 
encodtaged by Impuritie and Neglect of Execut- 
| Ns | 5 13 
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Diſciplinarie Cenſures, and alto by the Laudable 
| Eudeavours of Societies for Reformation of Man- 
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the vigorous Execution 


Fr Los 


ing Penal Laws, ſays Seneca Trag. Tre. la. 28g; 


Qui non vetat peccare, cum poſſit, jnbet. 5 O what 
a Shame and Scandal is it to fee People Sci 
ing drunk upon your Streets, to heat black- 


mouth'd Blaſphemers curſing and ſweerinꝑ com- 


monly, and to obſerve the Sabbath Day many 


ways profaned, and yet that no effectual Courſe 


is taken to Reſtrain and puniſn theſe Impieties - 


I would have you ſeriouflie conſider, that as Ye 
have and hold Your Authority from GOD, and 


thereupon in the Scripture Dialect are {tiled Gods, 
ſo You are unavoidablie accountable to the GOD 
God, how you employ Your Truſt and Pow= 
er; for cempaſſing the great Ends of Magiftra- 
cy, Which is to be a Terrour te evil works, and 
for the puniſhment of Evil Doers, as alſo for the 


Praiſe of them that do wel, Rem: 13. 3. 1 Pet. 


2. 14. And moreover, I would have You to 
think of what a Wife Man, and Great Magiſtrate 
faid, Prov. 14. 34. Righteouſneſs ca altet a Na- 


| tien, but Sin is a Reproach to any People : If this 


were folidly believed, there would be more 
Conſcientious and Earneſt Endeavours, tha is to 
be ſeen , for purging and. Reforming the Land, 
which indeed is full of Wickedneſs, aud may 
prove a Hercultan Work to get cleanſed, as Seve- 
ca hinteth, /. 2. de Ira. There is more Wickedneſs 


committed than can bs reſtrained or Reformed. 
| See Lev. 26. 23. 24. But there is one ching 
more I would ſuggeſt to You, that Ye would 


not only take Gare to rt Good Laws, by 


= on way 
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them, but that Ye kl 


„„ 
may be a Connterpa:n of the Laws in Your Per- 
ſonal Good Example of Sobrietie and Righte- 
. ouſnels. Cland: Non fic inſlectere Senſus 
Humanot, Edita valent, quam vita regentum. 
Now fo much for your underſtanding the Im- 
port and Significancie of the Term and Epithet, 
Untoward : yet ere we pals to another point, 
we will Condeſcend upon a few more bad quali- 
ties of an Evil Generation, which yee may look 
upon as ſo many Features and Lineaments, mak- 
ing up the ugly Picture of this preſent Genera ti- 
on. 1 l 
2. Beſides that this is an Vntoward Generati- 
on in all the Reſpects fore ſaid, ſoit is a Proſane 
Debauched Generation, an Epidemick Corrupti- 
on of mannets hath Sie Zed every Body in more 
or leis: Iſa. 1: 4: Ah ſinful Nation, a People 
Laden with Iniquity, &c. Beſides common Swear- 
ing, Drunkengeſs, and Mocking Endeavours of 
Reformation, which Wee have ſpoken ol be- 
fore ; alſo Groſs uncleanneſs of all kinds, are as Þ » 
rife, as if they were but Peccadillos, and matters fÞ » 
ol Sport; Murders both of Young and Old, are fÞ + 
frequently Commitred : Prodigality is arrived at Þ wp, 
a Prodigious height, to maintain which People are] 
Tempred to Cheat, Opprefs, Steal, Lye, and De- 
jr aud by Law-Quirks and Deceits ; the Proſa- 
nation of the Land. Day, is every where ſeen, and 
of late a moſt Irreligicus Cuſtom is come much in 
Faſhion, of Receiving and Paying Viſutes of Ci- 
vility and Ceremonie, and of Difſcoutſing and 
Triſting about Worldly - Buſſinels on the day 


Conſecrated 
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Sacredlie Bound to keep wholly Holy unt o the 
Lord a Preached Go pel x Contemmed by lome, 
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\Carnſecrated for Religious Services, which we are 


and Induſtriouſly Detryed by others 2s little ue- 


ceſſarie and uſeleſs. Lamentable as ſo is the uni- 
verlal Decay of Chr ſtian Pietie, Love, Zeal and 


Charitie : yes and manie p ofeſſors of Religion 
want not their own peculiar Faults and offences, 


of Backbiting, Lyeing, Cenſorzous and Uncharit- 
able Reproathing, and Pridefol De/p-ſrg one an= 


other-"'&c, we ſay, it. would rake a Folum to 


Specifie all the Scandalous Impieties whereby we 


are pollutied ; and we cannot Sum up all more 


Comprehenſivelie than in the Words of Eliphax: 


Fob, 22. 5. Our Wickedneſs is great, and our Ini- 
quities Infinite and if Seneca had been Liviog in 


this Dreg gie time oſ the World, he could nor 


more plainly have Repreſented this Generation, 
than in the Picture he gives of his own: Sen, Octau: 
Collecta vit ia, &c. i. e. The vices of the paſſed Ce- 


nerat ions gathered together, do all meet in our Ge- 


neration : we are uwhappy in this ſad Age, mhere- 


in the maſt Execrable W.ckedneſ5es Re gn or pre- 


vail. — _ 
3. This is an Impudent Generation; not only 
Guilty of many grotis Sins, but Shameleſs and 
Barefaced in their Abominations; what J{s:4þb 
and Jeremiah ſay of their Times, is too Appli- 


cable to ours. 1/a. 3: 9. The ſhew of their Counte= 


nance doth Witneſs againſt them, they Declare their 
Sim as Sodom, they hide ut not. Jer. 8. 12. They 


were not 4 all aſhamedz, neither could they Bluſh: 


Ovid, 


Ovid, Engere pudor, vcrumqus fideſque:yea the very 
MWemen have Abandoned Bluſhing and Modeſtie; 
end Bewray an Extream Meaſure of Brazenſaced 
*Partneſs in their words, Geſtures, and vain ap- 
parel, as if Inpudence were a Faſhionable vertue: 


be ſo Common, where the Light of the Goſpel 
Shines ſo Clearly - and to ſuch a pitch of Impie- 
ty are ſome Arrived, that they avowedly vaunt 
of all their Abominations: have we not heard of 
ſome ( Epicuri de grege porci ) who Gloried.of 


FE being able toDrink their Neighbours Drank. And 
oh to this it is come, that many Fondly think, they 


cannot make Strragers or their FriendsWelcome, 
except they they make them Beaſts; by filling 
them to Exceſs: as if Martials ſaying were Ca- 
nonical Truth, Sublato vine, null amic us crit; 
there have been others, who have accounted it 
a Noble Victorie to outvie thtir Debauched 
Comrads, in Cain, the moſt Execrable Oct. 
and Blaſphemies: ſell it not in Gath, &c. pudet 
hec opprobria nobis vel didi potuiſſe. 
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4. This is an jrrellgioms Generation; wherein 
Serious Religion is far out of Faſhion and Re- 
gueſt: O but we be an Adultereus Age; much 
Degenerated from our worthy Anceſters: In 
ſormer times the greateſt of our Nobles ande ent- 

rie: were Zealous and Careful to have the Wor- 

ſbip of GOD in their Families, and were Ac- 
cuſtomed to Cloſet Devotions: but now our great 

Ones, are quite of another Stamp: they not on- 
ly, for the moſt part, Neglect to Worſhip GOD 
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Alas! That the foul works of Darkneſs ſhould 
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themſelves, but Mock them who do ſo, as ix 
they were Affraid of coming under a Suſpicious 

 Charatter at Court; or that by giving G O D his 
due, they, may marr. the Mercat of their own 


1 
2 


J 


preferments : yea and not a ſew are ſo far Indiffer- 
ent about Religious Concerns, that ro Currie 
Court Favour or procure a Lucrative Poſt, they 
follow ſuch meaſures, as plainly ſhow, they 


care neither for G O D, not their Souls: PI. 


10. 4. The Wicked through the Pride of his Coun- 
tenance; will not ſeek after & O D. Damm d Pride 
indeed, for any Creature to -Refuſe paying Ho- 
mage to the Almightie: Strange / what will this 
World turn to? whether is Keligien Fled ? We 


may ſay of it, as0vid of Old of Righteouſneſs.--.- 


Terras Aſtraa reliquit. WT 
5- This is a Hypocritieal Deceit/ul Generation, 
devoid of Truth and Sincerity, Ja. 10. 6. The 


moſt part deal hypocritically both with GOD 


and Man: How many eſpouſe a Profeſſion of 


Religion to palliat Vice and Villany, Buchan: 
 Feph: Impium celat Pietatis umbra; or as a Sea- 
ſonable Expedient to promove their ſecular Inter- 
eſts, which as they cunningly counterfic it, ſo at 


the ſame time they deride ic, aod Laugh in their 
Sleeve; wich what a mighty Zeal do fome fer 
up for Religion, in a time of the Churches out - 


Ward Tranquillity, when divine providence, and 


Humane Authority ſmile upon her? many new 
Upftarts then ſeem to outrun old ſtanding Pro- 
feſſors; and yet perhaps in a day of Trial, when 


: the 7. ables are turned, and the Scene changed, 


D 2 we 
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we may come to 1 many - our Protemporal 
Zealvts, tate their back on Religion iſ not turn 
Perſecutots: Its a Remarkable Piſſige, Eft: 8: 
17 Men roe Je ms had Foy and Gladneſs, aud the 
Countenance e Authority, then many of the People 
o» the Land ber ame Jews: And further there are 
many D-reirful Prerenders, to Piety, making a 
mighty. Giols and Daſh in the Eyes of Men, 
with their Shining ſhews of Devotion, whom our 
La calls paired Sepulchres Matth. 23 27. 28. 
Who yet in their Morals areMiſerablyCorrupied, 
particularly in their dealings betwixt Man aud 
Man, they are ſometimes found to be Falſe, 
Fraud ulent, and deceutiuls which becomes a 
nughty St:mbling unto many, Its nat all Gold 
that Gliſters, aud lays Lipſius, Nulla unquam 4146 
fertilior religionum, ſterilior pietatis. But more- 
over there be lik-ways Hypecrires of anothet 
kind, whole SubdolJous Difingenuous practices 
pais current for Strains of Wiidom, and pieces 
ol very good Pelicie: Alas both the Mor als and 
Politict, of this Generation ate ſatallie Peiſoned, 
and the old World simplicity and Prebitie is 
quite Diſcarded and Hifſ-d at: yea were we to 
give a Definition of the Applauded Policie that 
now obtains, we could not define it more Gra- 
phicallie, then to fay, Hypocriſie is Policie, and 
Policie, 1s Hypocrifie, tor theſe are become convert- 
avle terms of an qui polle ni Import and Accepta- 
tion: fo that ſuch ate in Vogue for the only fin- 
eſt Politicians, wio can with a Court Grace, pre- 
varicar, Diſſ.mble, Circumveen, and * 
e gh - ws 8 © 
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his Neighbour. 975 Fox. PD . O but | this: be 


a Myſterious Generation, wherein a Man of. 


truch and Probitie is Sadly puzzeled how to ſend, 
let be co fare wel, and has much a do to get ſoſt- 


2 and {al-ly through ts World, not well knows 


ing whum to truſt, fee, Fer? 9..4--5. Micz J. 5. 6. 
6. This is a Seifi;h Generatian,. Where Self ia 
nor concerned Men are backward, laſie and in- 
diff ent, bur when Sel Intereſt is in View, Ol 
how ſtirring aad Ind-farigabl:! ſo that with 


many Carnal {clf is the P-1mum mobile of their 


Activities, and the Standa d of their Projects: 


yea /elf Love, felf Applauſe, : jel Congeit, [elf Pe- 


ning, ſelf Eale, ſelj pleaſing, Fc. theſe are the 
bale, and curſed 1doles, Which not a few fall 


down and Worſhip, theſe gre the, Syrens that 
charme, court and carry our Affections, theſe 
are the Impoſtors and Tyrants, that uſur p GODS 


Throne in our Hearts, at the nod wasreof we 
ſtay or go, we ſtand or run: Says, Biſhop Hall 


Charac: p. 749. The Superſtitious hath too many 


Gods, the projane Man hath none at all, unleſs 


perhaps himjelf be his own deity, and the World 


bis Heaven: this bale Principle is Diametricalhy 


oppolit to the Goſpel, 4-ricle of Chriſts Con- 
ſtitution, les 4, Man deny himſelſe and the Epide- 


V 


muck prevalencie of S2if Love, is a fulfilling of 
that Scripture, 2 Ty: 3. 1.2 In the laſt days, 
Men ſhall be Lovers of their own Selves, &: 


O Chriſtians what is become af the Galant Pub- 
buck Spirit, that poſſeſſed and actuated our wor- 


thy Auceſtors? it is baniſhed and fled, and dege- 
Hogs 7 | nerated 
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nerated into Cowardly — 3. * A Heathen, 
Cicero, could ſay, Non nobis ſolum nati ſuns, 
= e. We are not born only ſor our ſelves, but 
for our Friends, our Neighbours, our Country, 
dur Poſteritie; and how little are Men active 
now a days for the Pubiick Tnterefts of Religion? 
hat is little Regarded, bar ar ſuch a Juncture, 
When it may bea Sub/ervient Toe to procure 
Profits and Preſermeuts, as hach been ſaid. There 
are few Religious ſor Religion's lake, or Ver- 
tuous for Vertue's ſake: Javen. Sat. 10. 
NQuis enim Virtutem amplectitur ipſam,---Premia ſi 
roll: O Sirs, caſt down this profane Dagey of 
Sell, and Enthrone Chriſt in your hearts, and 
generouſly acquit your felyes in JourGonoration, 
as becomes Men of Homur and Probity. 
J. Tais is a Perfiliom Generation > No Nati- 
on hath com: under more Sacred Solemn Bonds 
and Co venauts to be for GOD ad Religion, than 
khis Natien, and none has more avowedly and 
perjurjouſiy broken all Bonds than 'we: Let me 
fell you, chow lightly ſoever ſome think ofir, 
this Land lyes under deeper guilt this way 
(vet unhumbled for, and varepented of) than 
the moſt pirt are ſenſible of and this treacherous 
Age is arriv'd at ſuch a pitch of Impiety, that 
neicher che Religion of an Oath, nor the Obligati- 
on of Subſcriptions binds Men of debauched Con- 
ſeiences; how many have broken Lewfull Oarhsy 
[ſworn before the Moſt High ? how many have 
taken Sinſull Self-Contraditiions Oatus? whereby 


of facto they have polluted their Conſclences. dy 
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what 
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dsep in — of GOD, and Forgetful-. 
5 neſs oſ our ſe 

oll our Senſes, and a Spirit o 
the LORD were poxred our upep u, Iſa. 29. 10. 
O how dure are. we to work upon? what will 
do our turn to rouze us to 2 due 3 


| | | N 9 34 2 Af TILT! 
what Fivslous Evaſionsand telf-deceiving quirks, 


could no other way evite utter Ruine, that the 
never reſolved to keep the Teſts or Bonds the 


ſport with ſuch Edge: Tools, as Sacred Oaths, and 


Reckon fo littſe upon Perjury and mecking 
60D: And its fmall wonder, that Rotten- 


Proof againſt all manner of Diſpenſations, both 
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” ** 5 oh, 


= 


2 


have ſome wheedled themſelves into Perjury 
having gulled themſelves with the like deceity, 
chat it Was lore againſt their Minds, that they 


were forced to take, &c. Alas that Men ſhoule 


hearted Men, who have neither the knowledge 


of the Nature of an Oath; nor the Senſe of the 
weight oſit, do eaſily vielat their Vows. Ovid. 
—-FHugere puder, uerumque, fideſque..—In quorum 
ſubiere locum, fraudeſq; delique, Go: 


8. This is a ſecure ſtupid Genonations ſocken 


Ives, as ifa 3 e 
dee p Bleep fr 


ſecting Senſe of Sin and Duty? we ſeem to be 


of Word and Providence GOD hath beſtow'sd 
many Mercies:upon us, yet we are inſenſible of . 
them, He hath multiplied terrible Stroal in 
Righceouſneſs, yet we ſeem to be Cauterized and 
paſt feeling : Hath not a Holy GOD. viſited us 


with Dearth of Corns,, and Scarcity of- Bread? 
which prov'd> a Famine to many: hath He not 


 -Puniſhed our uber Ciry with conſuming flames 


un: ence 
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once andagain ? hath He * mingled a Spitit of 
Ferverſeneſs and D viſion among our Noble and 
Gentry ? Which is a palpable Prog neſticꝶ of Ap 
-Proacking Miſety: hath He not viſibly creſſed 
our Promiſing Attempts and Eſßerts to eſtabliſſ̃a 
Foreign Trade, and promove the Wealch of the 
Nation? which hath iſſued in Vanity, and worſe 
than Vanity, even our ſenbble Impoveriſhment, 
the blae marks whereoſ many of our Burgbs and 
and Trading Places bear at this day : I {ay doth 
not a Juſt GOD write bitter things, and ſhoot 
many of his Arrows of Indignation againſt 
us ? and yet we are not ſtirred up to look to the 
hand that ſmiteth, ſo that deſer vedly may it be 
ſaid of us, as 7/a: 26. 11. Lord when thy hand is 
liſted up, they will not ſee, &c. And this plaguy 
Stupidity ahd Iaconſideratien, is the Bane and 
Ruine of Souls; and with Reſpect ro this ſecure 
Land, a prodigiovs Prefage of Approaching Ca- 
lamities, Judg. 18. 7: The People of Laiſh dwelt 
careleſs, quiet and ſecure, and there was no Magi- 
ſtrate in the Land that mig it pur them to ſhame, &c. 
and verſe 27. Je ſee how ſoon a 1urprizing 
Vengeance came on them, 'they were ſmitten 
with the edge of the ſwerd, and their City was burnt 
with fire. See Luke 17. 26. 27. 8. 
9. This is a moſt Untharkiul Generation, GOD 
hath conferred upon us with a Liberal Hand in- 
numerable Benefits, whereof yet we are not ſen- 
fible; we have received Heaps of Mercies, more 
than we can guide, more than we improve a- 
right, more chan we are thankful ſor, more ſure 


£ 
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than 


ful Refentments of his Benignity: 


than we deſerve, yea * above what v we have 
deſired;Nevertheleſs we have notJuſt and Grate» 
But contra- 
rewiſe, we either Burie them in oblivion, or 
turn the Bounty of GO D into Laſcivieuſneſs,as 
is too Evident from the Senſual Gluttonie, Beaſtiy 
Pruulenne /s, proſuſe Prodigalitie, and other in- 
tempe rat abuſes ol Heavens Beuedictions, Where · 
with many are Chargeable : a Heathen could 
lay ft ingratum dixeris, omnia diæeris, i, e, In- 
ęratitude is the worſt of all Vices, and the preg» 
nant Womb of other Impieties. O what Cri- 
minals this way are We in this Land ? Albeit we 
are not Famous among the Nations, ſor Secular 
Glorie, Power and Opulencie, yet by the Favour - 


able providence of GOD, we are Euriched 


with a greater Bleſling than all theſe, yea we 
Enjoy 1 Prime and Wale of all Mercies, viz. 
The Glorious Goſpel of Chriſt : how many Re- 
g1o0s are overclouded with Deeper than Cimme- 
rian Darkneſr, and ſit in the Shadow of Death? 
When behold ! the Sun of Righteouſneſs hath 
Shed abroad his Bright and Healing Beams up- 
on evr Tabernacle; we have Goſpe! Ordinan- 
ces in Purity, Peace, and Plenty, and ſome times 
with Power and Efficacie: this indeed is a prime 
'priviledge, and one of the Rareſt Symboies of 
GOD'S peculiar Love. which is denyed to 
many Nations, greater and Mightier than we 
are. Yet O what Shame ſul Contempt of this 
Bleſſed Treaſure? How few Embrace the offers 
01. Chriſt , and Reliſh Goſpel Truths? 9 

ave 


+ þ © 
have Cauſe to Dread the 7 aefol Doome of Cho- 
74z,in and Bethſaida, even to be more abundant- 
ly Laſtied and Puniſhed than pagan Sodem and 
7omorra. And We cannot paſs here without Re- 
flexion, the Abominable Ingratitude of this Iſland; 
with Reſpect to our Marvellous and Merciſui 
Deliverance at the late happy Revelution, when 
our Captivity was turned again, while we were 
like them that Dream, we were as Brands Pluck- 
ed out of the Fire, we were at once freed from 
Poperie, Prelacy and a cruel Bondage, which we 
party feared, and much did feel. And it is too 
pregnant a proof, what little Senſe ſome have 
of to great a deliverance, that many moſt un- 
worthilie throw Dirt and Diſparagenieat on the 
Glorious Memory of our Famous Deliverer, Xing 
William : the which Seaſonable and Bleſſed Revo- 
lution ( whereof he was Heavens Jaſtrument ) 
will make his great Name to be Memorixed to 
Succeeding Generations, when the Memorie oſ 
the wicked Enemies of G O D and King Miliam, 
| thall Rott, and be Burried. 1 | 
The Third thing we propoſed was to tell 
you what we under ſtand by, Seve your ſelves, viz. 
From ſjuth a Generation, as we have been deſcrib- 
ing, Firſt, by /ave yer ſelves, &c. We under- 
ſtand that ye ſhould not conform your ſelves 
ivto the ij} manners of an Ungodly Generation, 
but rather ſeperate and keep at outmoſt diſtance 
thereſorm; Ja. 8. 11. 12. The Lord inſtructed 
wie that I ſhoulda not walk in the way of this People, 
c. Rom: 12, 2. Be not conformed to thu World, 
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&c. But when we ſpeak of Withdrawing from 
the Ungodly, we m<an not that like Hermites, 


ye ſhould altogether ſequeſtrate your ſelves, 
and Conver- 


and retire intirly ſrom the Sociery 
ſation of Men, even of Wicked Men, for then 


muſt ye needs go out.of the World, 1 Cor. 5. 10 


« 
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Becauſe the whele World, (or the Plurality of 


the People in the World) lyeth in Wickedneſs, 
I John 5. 19. But that ye ought not to have too 


familiar, or unueceſſary Correſpondence with 


the Ungodly, nor communicar, with them in 
their Impieties. See 2 Cor. 6. 17. Eph. 5. 11. 
2. We underſtand, that ye ſhould not only Se- 
parate from a ſinful Generation, but that ye 
ſhould Aſſciat aud Join with the Generation of 
the Righteoms, as the Proverb is, Sick a Man as 
ye waa be, draw ye to ſick Companie; and readily, 


Fouls of a Feather flee together. Pf. 101. 4. A 


froward heart ſhall depart from me, I will not know 
a wicked Perſon, and verſe 6. MM ne eyes ſhall be 
upon the faithful in the Land, that they may dwell 
with me. See Plal. 119, 63. ---16. 3. The 
Plalmiſt takes delight in his Converſation with 
Saints, whom he eſteems the Excellent Ones in 
the Earth, whatever Diminutive or Contempt ible 
Sentiment the World may have of them : And 
certainly if we conſider the thtug ſeriouſly, there 
is both more Comfort, Credit and Advantage te 
be had in the Company of the Pious and Vertu- 
ous, than in the Fellowſhip of the Vicious and 


| Protane For GOD is in the Generation of ths 


Rightcom, Pſal, 14. 5. But he will regject and 
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3 
forſake the Generation of 12 Wraith, Jer. J. 29. 
And [ach are all the ungodly, Eph. 2. 3. 
»The ſourth head to be handled, is to give 
ſome Reaſons of the Doctrine, which may be im- 
proven as ſo many Arguments, to perſwade to 
ſave your ſelves from this untoward Generation 
r Keaſe It is preſumable, ye are all Baptized 
Chriſtians, and by the Sacred Bond of Baptiſm, 
ye are obliged ro renounce the devil, the world, 
and the Fleſh, and to be Holineſs unto the LORD: 
So that it is no leſs than abominable Sacriledge, 
ro employ in profane uſes, what is devored to 
6D Hence 1 Cor. 6..19, 20. Te are not your 
own, ye are beught with a price; thereſore glorifis 
"GOD in your Body, and in your Spirit, which are 
the LORDS, Rom. 6. 4. We are buried with 
_ Chriſt by Baptiſm..-- And fo we ſhould walk in 
Newneſs of Life. O Chriſtians , ye ſhould live 
another ſort of Life than the wicked of the 
world; perhaps if we ſhould ſay, that ye are not 
Chriſtians, ye would huff and be angry : But iſ 
ye have no more to ſay for your being Chriũi- 
ans, but that ye are Baptized, its a poor plea, 
and inſufficient; ſor certainly there is a difference 
berwizt Nominal and Real Chriftians: Many 
may have a Name to live, who yet are dead, 
they may be outwardly Jews, who are not ſo in- 
 wardly; its your having the Spirit of Chriſt 
dweliing in you, and your walking according to 
the Rules and Principles of Chi iſtianity, that will 
document your being true Chriſtiaus. But more- 
over, no doubt, many of you have taken the Sa- 
5 PTS, crament 
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.crament of the Lords 3&8 whereby, at Jeaſt 
proſefſionally, ye haye Renewed your Engage- 
ments to Reform your Lives, and to ſeparate 
trom the wicked Courſes of the World: But God 
knows, and your Conſciences may know, that 
you have not been ſo good as your word, but 
have oſt en turned with the dog to the Vomit of 
your Earthly Luſts and pleaſures: Mind then 
that ye are Cavenanted Chriſtians, and ſhould not 
Confederat or incorporat with an Unchriſtian 
Generation; And this leads me to a ſecond Reaſor. 
2 KR. Ye ſhould Conſult the Credit of. your 
_ Chriſtian profeſſion, and Guard with all care and 
Caution, that ye give not the ungodly, an Occa- 
ſion to Reproach Religion: the Wicked of this 
Generation ly in wait for your Halting, and watch 
ſor a Catch;therefote the P/almiſt earneſt ly prays 
to GOD for his Divine Conduct, becauſe of his 
Enemies. Pſal. 5. 8. the Original will bear be- 
cauſe of my Objervers: which Imports as much, 
as that they narrowlie mark all our Steps; and 
Notice every Stip we make, Impiouſly to im- 
prove the Occaſion, for the Diſparagement of the 
ways of G OD. fee. 2 Sam! 12. 14: Fer. 20. 
10. Ezek. 36. 20. We ſay then O Chriſtians 
keep ſar off from the ways of the World, and 
rather ve ye Blameleſs, and Harmleſs, the Sons of 
GOD, without Rebuke, in the midſt of 4 Crooked 
and perverſe Nation, among whom Shine ye as Lights 
in the World, there are too many Shamm-Chriſti- 
ant, Who are a ſhame and Scandal to theChriſti- 
an Religion, be ye not like unto them, nor par - 
takers with them. 2 Cor. & 14. ad fin. 3. R. 


. 


a full and Juſt Conformableneſs to him, for he 
had the; Spirit without meafure,he never Si 
and alſo he performed 8 Actions Unimit: 


able, and alſo Unpreſtable by us Sinful Creatures; 


nevertheleſs we are bound to [mitate him in all 
his Imitable virtues and performances, as far 
as we are called and Capable; according to the 
Grace given unto us. Mat. 11. 29. Leerne of me 

am meek and Lowlie in heart, and herein al- 
ſo ſhould we follow his Example; to Separate from 
the Impieties of an Auulterous Generation. 1 Pet, 
2. 21. 22. h3. FE 

4 R. God Almightie addy Requires and 
Commands You to Separate from an Untemard 
and evil Generation, to 'whoſe Auguſt Autheritie 
we owe « Reverential and Obſequious Regard; 


and there cannot be a more plain precept than 
our Text. ſee alſo. 2 Cor. 9 17. Eph. 5. 11 
Kev. 18 4 


1 This hath been the Laudable Practice of 
the Saints in all Generations, to diſtinguiſh them- 


ſelves from the ungodly, by ſeparating ſrom cheir 
Impieties. Noab was ſuch a Separatiſt in his time, 


Gen. 6. 9. Lot he was ſuch a Separatiſt, 2 Pet. 2. 

7. 8. Such was Moſes, Heb: 11. 25, 26. Such 
_ David, Pjal. 1061. Such was Jeb, Cap: 1.8; 
Such likewiſe were theſe Saints, of whom the, 


World was not worthy, Heb: 11. 35. . 


Yea 


* R ve ought to Skodie 8: 8 to hs | 
Higb and Holy Head of your proſeſſion; wo 
Was Holy, Harmleſs, Undefiled, Separat from Sin- 

ers, Heb: 7. 26. It is true, ye cannot attain to 
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Yea, it is the peculiar gracious Diſpoſition of 
true Converts, Whenever they are Renewed and 
Sanctified, to ſeparate from their old vuigodly, 
Afeciats, und to join to the People of God, v 


ho 
walk in the ways of Righteouſneſs. Let not the 
Bugbear of Siugularity, or the Paucity of theſe 
who are —— Strict Holine is, deter or 
ſcar you; neither let the Op probt ious Nicknames 
that blackmouth'd Malignants impoſe upon the 
Godly, impreſs you to mean thouęhts, either of 
them or efPiety ; ſor this hath been one of the 
common Artifices of the grand Enemy of all 
Righteouſneſs, whereby to diſgrace Holinefs,and 
expoſe the Godly : What's the matter though 
they call you Phanatickhs, Preciſians, Puritans,: 
Hypecrites, &c. for after the ſame manner, was 
the Holy Jeſus maletreated and Reviled in the 
World; he was called Belzebub, Math. 10. 25. 
A Phanatick and Demoniack, John 10. 20. a Per- 


verter of the Nation, and Enemy te Ceſar, Luke 


23. 2. an Impoſtor, John J. 12. a Blaſphemer, 
Math. 26. 65. Cc. and his Diſciples and Fol- 
lowers: may look for the like inju! ious Uſage 
from the World : The ſeed of the ſerpent cannot 
but be ſpouting Venom upon the ſeed of the Ne- 
man; it ay was fo, and ay will beſo- Can the 
Leopard change bis ſpots, &c. But let the wicked 
miſcall the Godly as they will, yet they are the 
Excellent Ones of the Earth, and more Excellent 
than their calyumnious Neighbours, who Revile 
and mock them. Menander fays, Dnus Vir juſtus, 
infinitis don juſtis praſt at. Moreover we lay, 15 


* 


the fakvlariiy of Holineſs ſhould not be a filght- 
ning Ghjection, ſo neither ſhould the Paucity of 
the truly Righteous tempt you to contemn them: 
In all Ages the wicked are more numerous than 
the Godly ; the broad way to hell is thronger of 
Paſſengers, - than the narrow way to Heaven, 
Math: 7. 14. Fer: 5. 1. A Pagan Poet could 
glance at this ſad Truth, Vg. 
4 -Paucj quos æquos amavit y. 8 
| Fupiter, aut ardent evexit ad æthera virus. 
6. R. The ungodly are a plapue and peſt 
in their Generation, and their Corrupt manners 
very Jnfetting Sin is Compared to a putriſying 
fore 1/a. 1, 4. 5. G. to a Plague 1 Ki. 8, 38. and 
to a Canter or Gangren. 2. Tim. 2 17. which 1 
are Infectious and Spreading, from the Danger} fre 
whereof we ſhould preſerve our ſeloes careful · ¶ Pe 
iy, as we would not be Smitten or polluted - It th; 
is next to Impoſſible to Entertain Familiar and ri 
Ordinarie Converſe with the Proſane, and not ſor 
to be Tempted or Tainted: Prov. 6. 28, can 
ene go upon hot Coals, and his Feet not be Burnti? ff. 
Prov. 22. 24. 25. make no Friendſhip with n 
Ag Man, and with. Errious Mam ith ou ſhal 
net Ce, leaſt thou learn his mays, and get a ſuare 
go tiry Soul. [avs E «-1p: Trag: Baryar ts Tatts fi 
Ain verlaliu pus e hard: vd it hath been often 
fevn- and ſobad. that the vichus mæmers of rhe 
Wicked have een moremwliing and Powerful, to 
Work Good Men into a Conformity to them, 
than the Pietie of the Rehpious hath been In- 
Hyenuial-to Engadpe the Wicked to the Love or 
1 
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Practice thereof. Javen: Sat: 14 - *dociles im- 

tandis. - Turpibus at pradis, omnes ſumuu - 
and ye know that even a Godly Joſeph in Pha- 
raoh Court learned toSwear by the Life of Phar ach 
Gen: 42: 15. F 85 
7 R. Save your Selves from the Sins of this 
Evil Generation, as ye would be ſafe fron the 
puriiſhments of a Generation of GOD's wrath. At 
all times Death is the wages of Sin: Fob: 4. 8. 
and Sorrows the Effects of Wickednels: Buchan 
1475 Eſt qui ſceleſtum cer nat, & plrctat Des. 
Numb: 16. 26. Maſes Speaking of Corah and 
his Company, fays, Depart I pray you, from the 
Tents of theſe Wicked Men. leaſt ye be Con)umned 
in all their Sins, And Revel. 18. 4. It is a voice 
from Heaven that Crys, come out of her my 
People,. rhat ye be not Partakers of her Sins, and 
that ye Receive not of her Plague. If the cry a- 
riſe about your Doors, Fire, Fire ! Ye will be 
ſoon Alarmd, and put all hands to work, to 
ſave your Goods as much as you can, and ſhould 

ye not be alfo Rouſed to hearken ro the Cry of 


Heaven, calling aloud this day, Seve, Save your 


ſelves from this Untoward Sinſul Generation, that 
ye ſhare nor of their miſerie;: See: 1: Cor. 10. 

6 to 12: Exemple alterizs qui Sapit , ille Sapite 
And not only be Concerned to Eſcape the Tem- 
poral puniſumenta, that may come upon the World 
of the Ungodly, but Specially ro be Saved from 
Everlaſting Puniſbments in Hells Fre; which are 
no Theological Bugbears, nor Whimſical Chmerds 
Whatever Luxuriant De bauckt Witte may 7 
WE | ithlie 


x =. 5 = 
iſhly give out; perhaps * ſoon, ſome ſuch 
will be undeceived oſ their Dangerous Miſcon- 
ceits, and ſeeing they Moc ted at -the Faith of 
Chriſt as a Fancy, they may come realize to be oſ 
the Faith of the Devils, who believe and tremble. 
I The laſt thing we propoſed, is to draw ſome 
Practical Inferences ſrom the Docttine ' 

1 Infer: Are there abundance who carrie Fro- 
wardly towards G OD, they have Cauſe to fear 
he will Reraliar them, by Carrying Frowardly to- 
wards them: O Stubborn Rebels, ye will find it 
a hard Task to Kick againſt the Pricks, by being 


Stout againſt the moſt High, he is too Stark a. 


hand for the Worms and Grafs- Hoppers of the 
Earth to meddle with, he is able in the twinkl- 
ing of an Eye to break all the Pot Sheards of the 
Hoſts of Nations, they are as the Light Duſt of 
the Ballance, which with a puff of Wrath he 
can blow hither and thither-: a look through 
the Cloud Diſcomfited all the Forces of Pharaoh. 
Exod. 14. 24. David hath a very agreeable 
paſſage to our pur poſe. Pſal. 18, 25, 26. With 
the Merciſul, thou wilt ſhew thy Self Adertijul, 
and with the Froward. thou wilt ſhew thy Selſ Fro- 
ward, ſee Levit. 26, 27, 28. | 
| 2. Inſ: They who carrie Vntewarulie to- 

Wards G OD cannot proſper. Jobe 9, 4. GO 
is wiſe in heart, and: Mighty in Strength, who 
hath hard ned himſel/ ag ain ſt him and hath proſper- 
ed: but ſome may happily think or fay, Not- 
withſtanding all the fair. promiſes made to God- 
tineſs; 1 Tim. 4, 8, yet we ſee many of ou 

9. | ; Dit Ane N 
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who are Reckoned ungodly thrive alſe well in 
the world, and have alfe good Succeſs in their 
Affairs, as theſe who ſeem more Religious: 
There is no doubt, it may be ſo; and the Con- 
ſideration hereof hath Tempted many good Men 
to have looſe and Dubious Sentiments of Divine 
Providence, as being Scarce equal and Repular 
in his Diſpenſations : however this were an ini- 
quous Charge againſt the Wiſdom and veracity 
al the great Governour of the World whoſe un- 
ſearchable ways we cannot Comprehend, bur 
ſhould Silently admire : For the Wicked Man 
ſeem to prolper, who have no true prolperity; 
the Right Standard whereof is, the having out- 
ward Enjoyments Bleſſ-d and Sanctified to us: 
but they may have Out ward Bleſſings who are in- 
wardly Carſed: Plal. 106, 15. He gave them their 
Requeſt, but ſent Leaneneſs unto their Soul: This 
is poor Proſperitie, though a Man get all that 
heart can wiſh, and yet have G OD's Curſe 
with it, Mal. 2, 2. I will Curſe your Bleſſings, 
Tea I have Curſed them already: They may be 
Rich in Gear, who are poor in Grace; They 
may have plenty of good things, who have nor 
heart to make good uſe of them; Yea rather abuſe 
them to the Gratification of their Loſts and E- 
picuriſn Appetits Ovid. Luxuriant animi rebus 
plerumque Secundis. 5 
3, lof: How unjuſt and unreaſonable are they, 
Who are Foward towards G OD, who is Con- 
deſcending and Kind to them? He is the Foun- 
rain of all the good things thou Enjoys ; He dai- 
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Should not this his Cle mencie lead thee to Re- 


36 


lie Fxerciſeth a great deal of Lenitie and ſor- 


bea ancr towards thee; Fur in Juſtice he may, 
and for Power he canDeſtroy thee in a Moment, 
Vet behold thou are Spared from time to time: 


pentance and Amendment of Life, yet perhaps 
thou art as Stiffly Diſpoſed to Wickedneſs as 


ever. Eccl. 8. 11: And Moles Expoſtulating 
with a People on whom G OD had heaped 
manifold Bleſſings, after he had called them 
a perverſe and Crooked Generation, on the ac- 


k » 
>. 


count of their Brutiſh Ing atitude and Wicked- 
nets, favs he, do ye thus Kequite the Lord, O Fool- 
sſþ and uuwile, Dem: 32 4.5.6. 10. 


4 ln. The Godlie ſhould be a%&ed with the 
Sin of the Evil Generation they live in, to La- 


menc over them io their Secret places, Eſpeciallie 


on the Account of the manifeſt Afﬀeronts and diſ- 
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honouts done againſt their Glorious Lord and 


Eing this hach ſtul been he Religious practice of 


the true fearers of God: P/ 119, 1 36. Jer: 9,1, 2, 3. 
Exe. Aud ye ſhould like wile pittie a poor Blind 
ed, Demented World:f you were Witneſſes of 
the Trag iel Spectacle, of a Companie of Peo- 
ple Sticking and Goreing one another, or wil- 
ſullis Sheatning their Swords everie one in his 
;own Bowels, with his own hand, it would cer- 


tainlie move Your Bowels.to Commiſerat their 
madneis; now pray, What are the obſtinatlief}. 


Wicked of the World doing? but Deſtroying one 


auother, and ſurchering their own unavoidabl: 
Daamation. TO! V 


. In 
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er, O what a hard task have Poor A.- 


r 
r- || niſfters, who ware their Lad on ſuch an Un- 
toward Generation as this is, whoſe Hearts 
ſesm to be as Imnregnable as a Rock, and as 
e: | Jmpenetrable as the Flinty Rock: How diſcour - 
e- | aging is it uato them, when they have cryed our 
ps | theis Lungs, ſpent their Spirits, and Toyled 
as their Bedy, in their Paſtoral Labours, yet to 
ng meet wich ſuch returns as Jeremiah 44. 16. Ar 
ed far the Word that thou baſt ſpoken unto us, in the 
m Name of the Lord, we will nos hearken unto ther. 
ac- Alſo meet they not with enough, who at leaſt 
d- practically ſay, quid nos ſacra juvant, Ovid, or 
„l- as it is Mal. 3. 14. It is vain to ſerve God, and 
wbat profit is it that we have kept bis Ordinan- 
the ces? And O but there be abundance, who though 
La- they go not this ſhameleſs length, yet upon 
lie the matter are little better, as the Lord tells 
diff Exzekiel 33: 31: 32: They fit before thee as my 
and People, and they hear thy Morat, but they will not 
> offi do them: i. e. By their out ward Geſtures, they 
2,3. look out as ſo many Saints, and Stare the Mi- 
ind] niſter fair in the Face, as if they would deyour 
s off the Word of the Lord; yet in the mean time 
eo - their Hearts go aſter their Luſts, and when 
wil- ever they are again engaged in Worldly Af- 
his] fairs, they ſorget all they heard, and it may 
cer · be walk juſt - contrary thereunto : whereſore 
heir we may allude to what Amos lays, will ont Plon 4 
atlie upen the Rock with Oxen? Amos'6: 121 Yer poor | 
oneſ| - Miniſters who manage the Plough of tbe Goſpet | 
able have the Rockie Ground of Adamantine Hearts | 
T4 to work upon, Hence, it is ſmall'wonder the 
Miſe: cn e, HERE eee 16 + n 2 ny 'F 
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ery, out, who i ſufficient for theſe things? When 
they are alſo made to cry, who hath believed 


6. Infer, Would ye ſave your ſelves from 


this Uatoward Generation, then ye muſt 
mightily to the Saviour of Iſrael, that he may 


Save you, or endue you with Heart and Hand 
to do your out moſt endeavours for Saving your 
ſelves ye know the Jailsur cryed, What muff 
{ do te be Saved? Acts 16. 30. And Paul cry- 
ed Rom: 8. 24. O wretched Man that I am, who 
ſhall deliver me from the body of this Death? Be 
perſwaded, ye cannot abſtain or turn from evil, 
nor effectually incline to what is good, but on- 
* the vertue of Divine Aſſiſtances. Fo: 15. 5. 
And it is God alope who can keep and preſerve 
from this Generation for ever: Pal: 12.7, 
7. Jnjer. Is this an Untoward Generation, 
then O ye Saints of God whom he hath choſen 
and faved out of the World; with Joy and 
Thanksgiving break forth into his Praiſes and Mag 
nifications; good cauſe have ye, ſor ye were Chil- 
dren of Wrath even as others, and of the ſame 


Make and Mould with a Graczleſs World, by 


your corrupt natural Conſtitution: O Praiſe, 


Praiſe Free Grace, that hath Vouchſaved you 


a Saving caſt by the Common; and that hath 


' Paſſed by Families, Streets, and Cities, yea 
_ . Whole Nations, and Graciouſly pitched upon 


thee, to pluck thee as a Brand out of the fire, 
ſays Paul, I thank Chriſt Jeſus, that I obtained 
Mercie, even I, who was before, a Blaſphe- 
. mer 


then 1 earneſtly Beſeech and Solemnly ( 
vou, that ſor Gods ſake, and for your Souls ſakes, 
ye will incontinent break off from this evil Genes 


; 39 
mer, and a Perſecuter, * Injurious Perſon, 


yea and becauſe through his aboundant Grace, 
he came into the World, to ſave me, the chie 
of Sinners, 1. Tim: 1. 12, to 16, and frequeht- 
ly through his Epiſtles, - on this Account, he 
comes over with this Epiphonema, but Thanks 
be to Ged in Chriſt Jeſws. I ſay; begin this 


Heavenly Song upon Earth, for this is a Chief 
Clauſe of the Hallelnjahs and Glorious. Sonnets 


above, which is Sung with an Accent and high 
Note, Worthy is the Lamb e Honour, and Glory 
and Bleſſing, who hath Redecmed us to God by 


his Blood, out of every Kindred, and Tongue, 
and People, and Nation. Rev: F. 9. 12. 123. 


obteſ 


ration, and the Wicked ways of it; let the 


time paſt ſuffice wherein ye have lived to the 


Luſts of men, and runn with Sinners to the 
ſame exceſs of rior, 1 Pet: 4. 2. 3 4. It is high 
time for you to awake cut of Sleep, and caſt off 
the Works of Darkneſs, Rom: 13. 11. 12. Re- 
form your Lives throughly, with a iincere 


Heart and Spiritual Indignatton;abandon all your 


Luſts and Idols, and ſay to them as Penitent 
Ephraim, what have I any more to do with Tdoles? 
Hoſ: 4. 8. Alſo caſt off the Converſation of 


your Debauched Aſſociats in Wickedneſs, tell? 
ing them with Virgil, procul hinc, procul eſte pro- 


jani O Sirs have a care of a' Deceitſul * 
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haps ye may Remember, that ye have croſſed 
many Prayers, ye have broken many purpo- 
| es, and that your Vows and Promiſes have 
proven abortive; O that at length ye may come 
to. chat happy paſs which Holy Auguſt ius ar- 


ved when he Expreſſed the following | 
| Words before the Lord, with deep eontrition, | 


E onfe}: L. 8, C I'2, quamdiu, quamdiu, &. i. E. 
fo, long, how long, ſhall I ſay to morrom, to mor- 
rom Why 


Upon the back of which devote Expoſtularion, 
he was happily and fully Converted unto God: 


Even ſo, Chriſtian Reader, let the ſame Graei- | 


ous and Mighty God, Heal and Convert thee 
and me, and js a from this Untoward Generation, 
for ever, Amen. 7 
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chat will fill be for ſhiſring and Delaying: per- 


— 


by not prejently ? Why not this. Hour ? Is 
there an end of my Wickedneſs and Abominations | 


